LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
continued his parliamentary activities with his usual energy
and thoroughness. His public work increased as time
passed on and the following March he accepted a seat on
the Board of Trade and Plantations.
The attacks on the Government resulted in the retire-
ment of the Duke of Portland, and the Perceval Ministry-
was formed in October 1809.   The war dragged on its
weary course and its long duration caused acute suffering.
"Merrie England" was no more. While the large farmers
and enterprising commercial men were making fortunes,
the agricultural labourers and small manufacturers and
the speculative firms were ruined,  and the industrial
workers were often starving.  The necessaries of life were
heavily taxed and could only be bought at exorbitant
prices, which reduced wages to below subsistence level.
Tracts of common land on which cottagers and squatters,
from time immemorial, had been able to supplement
their earnings by cultivating strips and pasturing their live-
stock, had been taken from them by the Enclosure Acts,
and this meant ruin to many a hard-working, respectable
family.  Such misery had hitherto been unknown.  Some
existed in wretched hovels by the roadside; others migrated
to the towns, where they intensified the struggle for
existence among the urban population, for the position of
the industrial classes was also pitiable.  Enemy attacks on
our trade had paralysed our commerce and the whole
manufacturing class was affected. Many mills and factories
were idle and in parts of Lancashire wages had fallen to
five shillings a week. Monster petitions were presented to
Parliament, and in the Midlands organized bands of starv-
ing weavers destroyed the  recently-invented  stocking
frames. The Government replied by passing a Bill making
frame-breaking a capital offence, punishable by fourteen
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